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THE ADVANTAGES OF PARAFFINE SPLINTS OVER THOSE 
_ OF PLASTER OF PARIS. | 


By Dr. P. BIRNIE WILSON, MEMB. Soc. APOTHEC., LONDON. | 


My attention was drawn to an article in last month’s JOURNAL 


on the preparation of plaster of Paris splints, by Dr. Watkins, of. 


Blanchester, Ohio. When a dresser in the Aberdeen Royal 
Infirmary, Scotland, I had, on several occasions, to put up splints 
and make jackets in plaster of Paris (the latter being a trouble- 
someand dirty work). Paraffine has the following advantages, as 
a material for the formation of splints: 1. It is always ready for 
use. 2. It may be kept for any length of time without undergo- 
ing change, unless it be exposed to heat, (its melting point being 


about 130 degrees Fahrenheit, or about 54 4-9 degrees Centi- 


orade;. water or moisture has no effect upon it. 3. It is imper- 
vious to any discharge. 4. It is easy of application, requiring 


no special training or dexterity, and it can be ready for the sur- 


geon fifteen or twenty minutes after ordering it. 5. Its rate of 
consolidation is entirely in the hands of the surgeon; it can be 
consolidated either in a few minutes or be kept plastic for half 
an hour. 6. It can easily be cut with a pair of dresser’s scissors 
before it has completely consolidated. 7. The splint is light, 
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solid blocks, which are odorless, whitish and semi-transparent. 
Cotton wool is the best vehicle for the paraffine. Any kind of 


-made up in pound parcels, is much better than the white, refined 


single sheet or layer, having a considerable amount of coherence. | 


it fit accurately to the limb. 


Is immersed in a larger one, containing boiling water. Lique- 


not to place the paraffine on the fire, because, if poured on the 
fire, it burns like grease. A lighted match thrown on the liqui- 
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easy and comfortable to the patient. 8. The same paraffine may © 
be used repeatedly; after one splint is finished, the paraffine can 
be melted and reapplied, so that, although its primary cost is 
greater than plaster of Paris, it is ultimately cheaper. 


MATERIAL REQUIRED TO MAKE A PARAFFINE SPLINT. 


Paraffine, cotton wool and bandages. Paraffine is supplied in 


of cotton wool will do, but an unbleached, unrefined cotton, 
material. Each pound of the unbleached cotton consists of a 


This latter quality is advantageous during its manipulation and 
adaptation to the limb. ‘The white, refined cotton, commonly 
sold in druggists’ stores, is costlier, and not so well adapted for 
the purpose. Bandages may be of cotton or gauze; the latter 
incorporates itself better with the cotton. The object of the 
bandage is to compress the layer of saturated cotton, and make > 


HOW TO MAKE A PARAFFINE SPLINT. 


Pare down the paraffine, put the shavings into a vessel, which 


faction follows in from ten minutes to half an hour, according to 
quality. The liquefaction isdone by the nurse. (It is advisable 


fied paraffine, would neither make it explode nor burn.) 
HOW TO SATURATE THE COTTON WOOL. 


— The packet of unbleached cotton wool is taken, and its single 
sheet unfolded. The thickness of this sheet is generally suff- 
cient for most splints of the leg or arm; if the surgeon, however, 
desires to have it thicker, he can double the layer. A_ portion 
of the sheet, of sufficient size to envelop the limb, is cut with 
scissors—not torn. It is not necessary to be careful about form- 
ing the cotton wool into any particular shape, provided it 1s suffi- 
cient to cover the limb, and slightly overia». The adaptability 
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— 


of the cotton is such that it fits the various curves of the limb. 


The portion so cut is rolled into a form which will enable 
‘it to be placed in the vessel. containing the paraffine now 
liquified. It is submerged in (the paraffine for a period ofa 
couple of minutes. After it it is thoroughly saturated, it is turned 
out of the vessel on to a portion of ‘* Mackintosh,” which has 
had its:surface previously oiled, in order to prevent the paraffine 
adhering. On this surface the sheet of cotton is unrolled. (In 


lieu of the oiled ‘‘ Mackintosh,” a piece of paper, or a tray, or the 


polished surface of a table, provided these are well oiled, may 
be used.) | 


HOW TO APPLY THE COTTON WOOL SATURATED WITH PARAFFINE. 


After the paraffine in the cotton wool has couled to such an ex- 
_ tent as to enable the surgeon to place the back of his hand on 
it without inconvenience, it 1s ready for application to the limb. 


‘This cooling process occupies three or four minutes according to 


the thickness of the layer. During the cooling, the surgeon may 
occupy himself in preparing the limb of the patient. This may 
be done by applying either a gauze or other roller bandage, so 


‘as to prevent the paraffine coming into direct contact with the ~ 


limb, or by placing one or two strips of perforated tin or other 
material next to the limb asa guide for the cutting off of the 
splint. When the splint is not to be removed from the limb till 
the end of the treatment of the case, such as in a simple fracture, 
the former method may be adopted; but, where the splint has 
to be cut of immediately after its application, such as one would 
prefer in a compound fracture, the latter method is preferable. 
This sheet of cotton wool, saturated in the paraffine, is then ap- 
plied to the limb, the surgeon seeing that the cotton overlaps. 


He then applies a bandage, preferably a gauze, pressing the cotton 
firmly. This pressure causes a greater cohesion in the splint, 


and also squeezes out any superabundant parafhine. 


HOW TO CAUSE THE PARAFFINE TO SET AND HOW TO REMOVE THE 
SPLINT. 


Cold water is then poured over the splint, or the whole limb 
is then plunged into cold water, when the splint becomes solid 
in a few minutes. If, however, the splint is to be removed, in- 
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limb and plunged into cold water to complete the consolida- 


condition. The paraffine can be used over again, remelted and 


the gauze bandage. ‘The jacket is then cut up one side, cooled 


and it admits of the performance of the ordinary ablutions, 
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stead of placing it in cold water, it is cut up the side opposite 
the tin (or other) strip previously introduced. This may be done 
by a pair of dresser’s scissors: When the splint has been 
cut, and, after it has acquired a sufficient consistency to 
prevent alteration of shape, it may be removed from the 


tion. Windows can be made in the paraffine at any part want- 
ed. The time occupied in applying such a splint, cutting it 
off and consolidating it, would probably be about ten min- 
utes. If the surgeon, instead of wishing to consolidate the 
paraffine, would like, for any reason, to retard the cooling, he, 
in that case, does not apply the cold water; the paraffine then re- 
maining from about twenty minutes to half an hour in a plastic 


reapplied. 
SAYRE’'S JACKET. 
The saturated cotton sheet being applied to the body so as to 


envelop it, the superabundant paraffine is removed by pressure of 


with cold water, removed from the body and hooks inserted 
whereby it can be laced. It can then be put on and removed 
at pleasure. It may be taken off at night, if that be advisable, 


which add greatly to the patient’s comfort. 


FIBRO-MUCOUS POLYPI OF THE NASO-PHARYNX. 


By F. Cornwa.t, M. D., oF SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


‘Nasal myxoma, or mucous polypus of the nasal cavities, is a 
common affection, and one with which most practitioners are 
familiar. These tumors usually have their origin from the supe- 
rior turbinated bones, or somewhere in the upper part of the 
nasal fossee. It is difficult, in many cases, to discover the cause 
for their development. Medical men, from Hippocrates down, 
have speculated regarding the etiology of polypus, but nothing 
very reliable has been discovered. 

Nasal fibroma is a rare disease, and almost always has its ori- 
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gin back of the turbinated bones in the roof of the vault. From 
its rapid growth and its great tendency to development after its 
destruction, it is truly a formidable affection. It carries every- 
thing before it, bony as well as soft tissues. A chief character- 
istic of it is, that it ceases developing at the age of twenty-five, 
so that if it can be controlled up to that%period the danger may 
be said to have been averted. | | 

A variety of polypus, which partakes of the nature of both, is 
called fibro-mucous. These tumors are very rare, but not as much ~ 
so as the true fibromata. The symptoms to which they give rise 
are not different from those of the other forms of nasal tumors. 
The true fibromata are very subject to hemorrhages, while these 
are not. Neither are they destructive to bony tissue by encroach- | 
‘ment, as are the fibroids. It appears, from the researches of 
eminent investigators, that the mixed structure of these growths 
owe this peculiarity to the location of their origin. The mucous 
membrane of the nasal fossz is loose and soft, while that of the 
pharyngeal vault is firm, fibro-mucous and closely adherent. 
Growths that spring from either of these localities will partake of 
the character of the tissue from which they are developed. 
Hence a tumor involving the mucous membrane of the vault will 
be firm and fibrous, while one coming in a similar way from the 
nasal fossze will be soft. It follows, then, that a growth of this 
kind having its origin, partly within the nasal fossze and partly from 
the vault where the mucous membrane is in a transition state, 
would produce a mixed tumor. 

I recently had a case of this kind. This tumor had two dis- 
tinct pedicles from the same root; the one reaching forward, the 
other backward to the vault. The polypus on the anterior ped- 
icle was purely mucous in its characteristics, while the one com- 
municating with the vault was distinctly fibroid. On my first 
examination, discovering the soft polypus in front I expected the 
one in the vault to be the same. I readily detached the mucous 
_polypus in the anterior naris from its pedicle with a snare, and 
promised my patient to make short work ot the one I thought to 
be the same in the vault. The tumor in the vault was very large, 
completely filling this cavity, and obstructing both nasal fossz. 
I thought if it were too large to permit the passage of the loop of 
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the snare, that I could get it around a part of it and take it away 
piecemeal. I succeeded after a couple of hours of hard work, 
by the aid of posterior rhinoscopy, in getting the loup around a 
third of the most dependent part; but it proved too strong for 
my delicate ecraseur, the wire of which broke from the force I 
had to make upon it. I then procured an ecraseur used for 
uterine polypi, armed with a very strong wire. I succeeded in 
getting it into position through the nasal fossa, and screwing it 
up as tight as I could, I made traction on the tumor almost like; 
one does in the extraction of a tooth. I made an examination 
by the rhinoscope, and found that I was making little impression, 
and I loosened my wire. I now knew the polypus was not of 
the variety that I had got from the anterior naris, and proceeded 
in making a more careful examination. I succeeded in getting 
~ hold with a vulsellum forceps, through the pharynx, of the stran-. 
culated portion of the tumor, and dragged it down and clipped 
it off with scissors. It was as firm as rawhide. I then tied the 
soft palate forward by passing tapes through either nostril, and_ 
passed the loop of a snare of a cautery battery through the nose, 
around the mass clear up to the septum, and separated it at this 
point without further trouble. re 
This cleared the obstruction from one nostril posteriorly, and. 
permitted free respiration on that side. ‘lhe other one was com- 
pletely filled with the stump. I then passed the loop through 
this side beneath the mass, and when in the vault raised it to the 
top of the stump and heated the wire and made traction. By this 
maneuver I got away a piece the size of a hazlenut and freed the 
posterior nares entirely. In dragging it forward the pedicle was 
drawn through in sight in front. I then attached an ordinary 
nasal snare, and upon firm traction tore loose the remaining mass 
by the roots. From its length and the direction from which it 
came, it must have been attached at the base of the cranium, 
near the spheno-ethmoid articulation, just back of the turbinated 
bones. 
_ Almost any physician considers himself competent to destroy 
nasal polypi; but this depends very much upon the character of 
the growth, and what may be considered a cure. Mucous polypi 
in-the anterlor nares, or those which may be seen by anterior rhi- 
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noscopy, are not difficult to seize with a forceps or snare; but to 
be able to follow them up their pedicles to their origin and per- 
manently destroy them, is not so easy a matter. It is customary 
for surgeons who are not specialists for this part to practice evul- 
sion with the forceps. After the first tearing of the part hemor- 
rhage complicates the operation, and he reaches in and seizes 
anything he may, on general principles. In this way the vomer 
and turbinated bones are frequently injured, or parts of them 
destroyed, and a deal of suffering inflicted on the patient. 

To attempt to remove a polypus from the post-nasal region, 
be it soft or fibrous, without the aid of experienced rhinoscopy, 
is likely to end in failure or butchery—sometimes both. I have 
seen a patient lose a bucketful of blood at a couple of sittings 
under manipulations of the surgeon with forceps. ‘lurbinated 
bones, mucous membranes, polypi and all melted before him. 

In the attempts at the removal of polypi of the denser charac- 
ter, the butchery increases when the forceps is the instrument 
used, as these tumors are so firm that they bring with them if 
detached, the mucous membrane surrounding them, and, 
many cases, the bony structures to which they are attached. 

The snare, or nasal ecraseur, may be used mercifully and suc- 
cessfully, in many cases, particularlly when the paits have 
been locally anzesthetized by cocaine muriate. 

- Glacial acetic acid may be injected into these tumors, 

and their destruction will ensue. When skiilfully done, this is 
a painless way of uperating, but it is very slow, many weeks being 
required, and repeated injections must be made, before the pol- 
ypi will be permanently destroyed. 

Galvano-cautery can be made to accomplish all that any other 
will, and in as short a time as any other. Ina number of par- 
ticulars it is superior to all other methods, and, consequently, 
the agent which is to be recommended above all others. Polyp1 
of any kind, in the post-nasal region or in the pharyngeal vault, 
are much better operated in this way. The wire can usually be 
passed through the nasal fossa, and be made, by the aid of 
posterior rhinoscopy, to pass over the tumor. In this way the 
injury, which the force necessary to tear loose may inflict, and 
the hemorrhage which follows the other operations, is averted. 
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The pedicle may be traced to its origin and cauterized so as to 
prevent further growth. Where there is no hurry in the accom- 
plishment of the operation, the cautery knife may be thrust into 
the mass, allowing it to cook it completely. When this part has 
become detached, any remaining part may be similarly treated. 


PIPER METHYSTICUM. 


By H. T.Wesster, M. D. 


This agent, more commonly known as kava-kava, is a native 
of the Fiji Islands, and has been used by the inhabitants there 
from time immemorial as an intoxicant, the mode of prepara- 
tion of the beverage obtained from it being novel to the average 
pharmacist. The root is masticated to a pulp—triturated with 
ivory—thrown into a large wooden bowl containing water and 


there again triturated, to be strained from here through the fibers 


of a primitive filter, when it is ready for consumption. _ 
The natives employ this preparation with nearly as much suc- 


cess and with fully as much reason as their more civilized imi- 


tators imbibe alcohol, and succeed in getting into a fair state of 
intoxication by partaking freely of it. 

The primary effect of kava-kava is said to be stimulating, like 
coffee. It exhilarates the senses and sharpens the mental facul- 
ties, and is especially grateful as a refreshing beverage afier fatigue 
from bodily exertion. It also stimulates the salivary glands. 

After being partaken of freely, evidence of an influence upon 
the spinal cord becomes manifest, and it is said that the natives, 
after a night’s carouse with it, lose, in a great measure, the pow- 
er of perfect locomotion, staggering like men intoxicated with 
alcohol, and yet their mental faculties are in perfect condition. 
This would appear to demonstrate that the spinal cord, to the 
exclusion of the cerebral centers, is influenced by it. A medical 
gentleman who observed these facts asserts that he has employed 
the drug in congestive conditions of the cord with decided bene- 
fit. It only slightly influences the pulse, which it somewhat 
steadies. ‘The bowels are slightly constipated from its continued 
action. It has been asserted that its protracted use injuriously 
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affects the functions of. vision, but this asserion remains to be 


confirmed. 


The general use made of the agent thus far has.been in affec- 
tions of the genito-urinary apparatus ; gonorrhoea, gleet, enu- 
resis, chronic cystitis, etc., being the maladies in which it has 
been employed. When we consider the widely varying etiolog- 

ical factors concerned in such cases, except, of course gonorrhcea, 
we obviously must learn to differentiate more closely before the 
drug can have an established place in the therapeutics of genito- 


urinary affections. However, it is something to know that it 


possesses an affinity for the structures involved. _ 


_In one case of obstinate nocturnal enuresis which had resisted 
belladonna, rhus aromatica and santonine, I found the kava- 


kava also a failure. I have employed it in a few cases of cystic 


irritation with apparent advantage, though I failed to observe - 


that it possessed any advantage over staphisagria, eryngium or 
uva ursl. 


Mrs. Dr. Gillett, in a contribution to the JourNAL of Septem- 


ber, 1884, detailed some instructive experience in a case of 
difficult labor. The patient was an extremely sensitive and ner- 


vous woman, in labor with her first child. The membranes 
had ruptured thirty-six hours before pains began. The doctor 
saw her first in the morning after a night disturbed by premoni- 


tory pains, these having increased in severity very much, after 


five o’clock in the morning. The head was found presenting, 
with the parts hot and exceedingly tender, and the os sufficiently 
dilated to admit the finger. The pains were excruciating, the 
patient insisting that they did no good, which was the case. 
During the next four hours pulsatilla, gelseminum and caulo- 
phyllin were given in succession, with no appreciable ameliora- 
tion, and the symptoms began to indicate the appearance of 
convulsions. The husband was dispatched for chloroform that 
its anesthetic influence might be made avail of in such strait. 
While he was absent on this mission, the attendant bethought 


herself of the piper methysticum, and gave it, possibly to divert 


the mind of the patient; but, at any rate, with the most extraor- 
dinary satisfaction, for the pains soon became effective, the 
symptoms of convulsions vanished, and delivery followed in 
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about three hours after the first dose of the remedy under con- 
sideration, the mother making a good recovery. _ 

Mrs. Gillett further stated that she has since used it in a num- 
ber of similar cases, with gratifying succéss, and also in a num-_ 
ber of cases of dysmenorrhcea of neuralgic or spasmodic type. 

Two properties have been ascribed to this drug, viz.: those 


already referred to, first, a cephalic, or inebriating; and, second, 
a diuretic and blennostatic. It is credited with producing a pe- 


culiar erethistic influence upon the nerve centers governing the 


reproductive functions, not to excite priapisms but erotic de- 
sires. 


Hale’s ‘‘ New Remedies” contains the experience of Dr. W. 


N. Griswold, of San Francisco, with it, illustrating its power in 


neuralgia. The first case described was a lady eighteen years of — 
age, who had suffered for six or eight months with a duraing 
pain covering a surface the size of a half dollar, changing about 
in a circular space of four inches in diameter; center of the cir- 
cle about the center of the sternum; constipation; bloated abdo- 
men after noon and evening repast, disappearing in four or five 
hours; skin of the face florid, but inclining to scaly roughness. 
After eating, the patient would be relieved. ‘The patient was also 
relieved by diversion of mind, by some new amusement or occu- 
pation, leading to the supposition that it was a reflex of some 
uterine disturbance. Several remedies failed, but piper methys- 
ticum cured. It was administered by adding fifteen drops of the 


drug to half a goblet of water and ordering two teaspoonfuls 


every two hours—quite a respectable Homeopathic dose, by the 
way. 
_ Case second was a man about thirtyfhve years of age, who was 
suffering from gonorrhoeal orchitis. He was found in bed, writh- 
ing with pain, vainly seeking relief by change of posture but 
failing to find it. One-half drachm of piper methysticum was 
added to half a glass of water and he was ordered to drink one- 
fourth of it at once. Ten minutes afterwards he was given two 
teaspoonfuls. Two or three more such doses relieved the. pain. 
Case third was a man aged fifty, with an aching, grinding pain 
in the left side of the abdomen, half way between the floating ribs 


and ileum. ‘There were nausea and vomiting with eructations. 
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PIPER METHYSTICUM. 


The pain was so intense that the perspiration stood out upon his 


face while he walked about bent forward with pain, lay down 
on his back and rolled from side to side, or swayed about on his 
hands and knees, suffering intensely. Piper methysticum relieved 
this case very speedily within a few minutes, three doses only 
being required for the purpose. Subsequently the patient passed 
small calculi from the urethra, confirming the suspicion that the 
attack was occasioned by the passage of a renal calculus. 

Case fourth, a female with suppressed menstruation of two or 
three weeks’ standing. ‘This was attended by a lame feeling in 
the right arm, half way between the elbow and shoulder, which 


gradually changed to numbness with a dull pain in the same lo- 


cality. This increased in intensity for a number of days until it 


became very severe, paroxysmal and distressing, the patient | 


screaming with pain during the exacerbations. After the trial of 


a nunmiver of remedies without marked benefit, piper methysticum 
relieved in a few munutes. 


From accumulated testimonyg we may then think of this agent 


as a remedy in spinal congestion, either acute or chronic, ure- 
—thritis-or cystitis, in gleet, in dysmenorrhcea and dystocia -de- 
pending upon improper uterine contraction, and in painful states, 


either of the genito-urinary organs of either sex, or of reflexes 
from Irritation of those parts. | 
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EDITORIAL. 


Poisons in Medicine.—What to do and what not to do 
are both important considerations in medical practice. Drugs 
may be prescribed with the most gratifying results; but oftentimes 
speedy death follows, and the matter rests between a wise Dis- 


pensation and the doctor’s d®ses. The human economy has 


justly been likened to a harp of a thousand strings, liable from 


the least disturbance to become untuned. The equilibrium of 
the vital forces is easily disturbed, else therapeutic agents would 


count for naught in the hands of the therapeutist. 

‘The question often arises what are poisons in medicine, and 
eclectics especially ought to consider this subject candidly. 
May we group all the poisons into a few mineral agents, like mer- 
cury, arsenic, antimony, lead, copper, etc., adding a few of the 


narcotics, and prescribe other vegetable agents promiscuously 


and freely; or should we consider that a// medicinal agents are 
poisons when not properly employed. 
The physio-medicalists and quite a large class of the early 


eclectics, certainly took the former view, and were egotistical 


enough to believe that by avoiding a few mineral poisons and the 
lancet, they had reached the acme of medical attainment. To 
them medicine was a reformation, not a calling capable of pro- 
gression. ‘They were like some of the religious egotists of the 
day, ‘‘ wholly sanctified,” witout capability of committing med- 
ical sin; in fact they were very near the Pope in infallibility. 
Self-righteousness and self-conceit have been the cause of many 
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a downfall. The spirit which possessed some of the old reform- 
ers in medicine, if adhered to by the mass of Eclectics, would 
have wiped out the existence of the school as a separate sect 
years ago. It was only saved from this by the progressive por- 
tion of the school. Something more was needed than the ban- 
ishment of a few of the leading objectional features of the old 
school, such as the abuse of expectorants, of nauseants, of dia- 
phoretics, of cathartics, and other crudities in medicine. We 
would not assert that these do not have a place sometimes in 
-medical practice, but they have been most mercilessly abused 
in past time. 


Who says that lobelia is not a poison ? Let him take it freely 


to emesis and prosecute a course of such treatment thoroughly. . 


Usually the free prescriber of crude drugs in physiological doses 
has never submitted himself to their action, or else has never 
been acquainted with the kindlier action of such doses as will 
not unkindly disturb his organism. Samuel Thompson asserted 
that lobelia was perfectly harmless; yet the Massachusetts Re- 
ports contain statements which do the discrimination of Samuel 
—jittle credit. The following is an extract from the authority 
referred to: 


A Mr. Ezra Leonett caught cold and sent for Dr. Samuel 
Thompson, of Beverly, who forthwith obliged him to take three 
powders of lobeliasuccessively, at half an hour interval between 
each. Every powder produced dreadful vomiting; in the night 
long continued and copious sweats occurred. ‘Two similar pow- 
ders given another day produced vomiting and extreme uneasi- 
ness, and the same given the following day sunk the patient into 
a state of great depression. 

‘* A few days afterward the doctor returned, and finding his 
patient worse, gave him some more powders of lobelia, which at 
first produced great uneasiness but latterly becaiixe wholly inope- 
rative. Thompson supposed that the medicine would be direct- 
ed to the bowels and excite purging. However, in the evening 
the patient lost his senses, and was attacked with convulsions so 
that two men were required tq hold him. Not a whit the less, 
however, did Thompson continue to repeat the lobelia, and gave 
his unfortunate victim two powders more. The patient grew 
gradually worse and at length expired. ‘Thompson was arrested 
on the charge of murder, but was liberated as the sad issue of the 
case could not be ascribed to malice on his part.” 
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Lobelia was Thompson’s hobby, and he rode it with whip and 
spur, as has many a man after him. This, however, is not say- 
ing that lobelia is not a good remedy in its place, even though it 
be a poison. 

It is a notorious fact that many of the men among Eclectics 
who are inclined to abuse more liberal ones among them for a 
rational use of minute doses of mercurials and arsenicals, in the 
roundest terms, are extremely reckless themselves in the use of 
some of the powerful vegetable remedies. Their objection to 
these proscribed remedies clearly depends upon prejudice and 
not upon a rational opposition. We have our opinion of the med- 
ical man who calls his brother a fool for using the third decimal 
of mercurius dulcis or the sixth of mercurius corrosivus, and who, 
at the same time, administer a fifteenth or a twentieth of a grain 


of strychnia, toxic doses of lobelia or emeto-cathartic doses 


of podophyllin. In such prescribing, patient and doctor may 
both congratulate themselves upon a favorable termination of a 
case, but the medicine is not to be accredited so much as the 
‘*toughness” of the patient. Some people have as many lives as ~ 
a cat, and we believe that feline is supposed to possess about 


nine. 


The time is here when intelligent men-are willing to admit that 
quantity, not quality, determines the position of a remedial 
agent. The most toxic of drugs can be so prepared and admin- 
istered as to influence the organism kindly, while the blandest of 
agents, catnip, might, if injudiciously administered, produce seri- 
ous harm. In other words, the question hinges upon that of 
dose and the judgment of the prescriber. 


Hypostatic Pressure.—The forces of nature are so admir- 
ably calculated to overcome that of gravity in living bodies that 
we do not become cognizant of the fact that the latter is operat- 
ing, until disease has diminished the power of resistance in a 
more or less marked degree. 

A patient confined to one position during a protracted course 
of febrile disease may, after recovery, be found to be so impressed 


‘by the gravitation of the circulating fluids to dependent parts as 
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to be incapable of recovery, a fatal termination following as a 
result of such sequel. > 

Typhoid fever patients and those affected with other inflamma- 
tory diseases should be admonished to change position at frequent 
intervals that such results may be avoided. It is not an uncom- 
mon occurrence that rapid breaking down of the lungs has fol- 
lowed upon such cases, and galloping consumption has carried 
off patients in whom no one supposed a pulmonary weakness ex- 
isted prior to the protracted period of prostration. In such cases 
auscultation will determine the principal lesion to exist in the 
posterior surfaces of the lungs, the result of the gravitation of the 
fluids in the weakened capillaries toward the most dependent 

portion of the organs. , 

A chronic ulcer of the leg, which will resist skillful treatment, 
with the patient up and about, will probably heal readily, if he 
assume the recumbent position and maintain it for a time until 
the weakened capillaries recuperate from the pressure due to the 
force of gravity. 

An inflamed mammary gland is much more easily managed if 
the gravitating forces be equalized in it, though in such case, 
probably the amount of irritation is also lessened in other 
respects, when it is supported in a sling and the dragging influ- 
ence of its own weight neutralized. It is a severe case of mas- 
titis that will not yield to proper treatment, when this precaution 
is observed, even though it otherwise resist the best of therapeu- 
tic influence. 

Pendent parts of the organism thus speedily respond to the 
effects of artificial support. A neuralgic state of the testes may 
often be relieved without medication by the use of a suspensory 
bandage. 

Vires vitales sustinere, which we believe to be the Latin for the 
motto, ‘‘ sustain the vital forces,” should be observed in a prac- 
tical sense in the management of all forms of disease, as well as 
formulated for theoretical purposes. In the administration of | 
drugs, we are not always sure we are sustaining the vital forces. 
There are many more knowing ones than the doctor, solemn 
though his visage be. In such adjustment of parts as to favor 


i 
te 
| 
he 
4 
+3 
3 
AT 

| 

a 

ty 
yg 
ee 
4 $f 

4 
be rity 

pi 

J 

§ 

‘get 

| 
} 

Ky 

{ 
\ 
+ 
‘ 
+, 

hah 

wa 
at, 

. 

1 
ey a 
we 
Sug 
‘ 
4 
fe: 
4 
Ne 
& 
ti? 
a 
ii 


CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JOURNAiL. 


ready circulation and avoid hypostatic pressure—the result of 
gravity—there is no dispute that we ‘‘ sustain the vital forces.” 


Paronychia.—Some of the modern ancients, though they 
grow hopefully fewer day by day, still poultice felons, and wait, 
in abiding faith, for them to present symptoms of purulency be- 
fore evacuating. ‘The majority of physicians have given over 
this piece of antiquarianism, and, recognizing the fact that the 
suppuration which takes place beneath the periosteum will, if 
allowed to remain undisturbed, lift that membrane away from 
the bone so as to endanger its existence and leave a permanent 
deformity of the member, send a bistoury down to the bone and 

relieve the difficulty. 


But timid patients quail at the thought; and would rather run 


~ 


4 


Re! the risk of deformity than submit to the use of a knife early. 
Oa Possibly some of our lady physicians would also prefer some 
im other cure, if it were as successful as early lancing: 
be | _ There is a plan which answers as well, perhaps, as this method, 
ae and involves no bloodshed. It relieves the pain almost immedi- © 
| ately. Moisten the skin over the painful spot and hold a stick of - 
Be caustic potash upon it by grasping it ina pairof dressing forceps 
ae or wrapping one end in paper for self-protection, for half a min- 
ae ute or more, and immediately after apply a poultice of pulver- 
ae ized elm or flaxseed. This will invite a speedy appearance of 
oe pus to the surface, though quite a firm slough will cover it for 
some time. 
oh There are many plans of treatment recommended, which are 
_— of no avail; but a writer in the Col/. and Clinical Record recom- 
a mends a treatment which offers similar results to the plan just 


described, and which might not prove quite so painful, though 
the pain caused by the caustic is sometimes a relief when com- 
pared to the excruciating suffering attending the disease. 

The treatment consists of a local application composed of 
common salt, Castile soap and Venice turpentine. The salt is 
to be heated until the chlorine gas is driven off, or until it is as 
dry as it can be made, before compounding, then mix together 


a teaspoonful each of the three ingredients to form a poultice. 
This should be renewed twice a day. 
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The writer assures us the result will be speedy relief, if the ap- 
plication be made early. He further asserts that when applied 
after the opening has been made upon a carious or necrosed 
bone, a favorable result soon follows, the bone being discharged 


and the ulcer healing. Some of our readers may see fit to give 
the cure a trial. 


The Doctor’s Special Relation to Roman Catholicism. 
The Catholic belief is more barbarous than that of some of the 
Protestant denominations in regard to the subject of baptism. 
An infant which dies without this ceremony is believed to 
be not only eternally lost to future happiness, but the kindred 
are debarred the privilege of interring the remains in holy ground. 
The child must be buried outside a Catholic cemetery. This is 
a cause of much regret to the devotees of the faith, and something 
to be avoided at great sacrifice if necessary. 

A child still-born is believed to be lost; but if it can breathe 
a few seeonds until a little water can be poured upon its head, 
and a formula repeated, a sad a is believed to have been 
averted. 

The faith may not agree with that of the physician, but it is 
nevertheless well established. Many years have been spent and 
much suffering and blood have been devoted to the teaching of 
the error of the various religious faiths; but all to no purpose. It 
is the duty of the physician to adapt himself to the circumstan- 
ces of the case so long as he does no harm, and strive to gratify 
the wishes of his patrons in all things. Therefore, in the event 
that an infant, born into a Catholic family, is liable to die 
before a priest can arrive, it is proper and right for him to ad- 
minister baptism, or see that some one else does it. This will 
prove highly satisfactory to the family and all Catholic friends, 
and these people are numerous and powerful in cities. 

A woman in labor who has received baptism is safe, while the 
unborn child, never having been baptized, is believed to be out- 
side of the fold. Such belief has given rise to discussion as to 
the propriety of destroying the life of the child at any hazard. 
The Archbishop of Lyons recently submitted to the Holy Inqui- 
sition the following question: ‘‘Is craniotomy an operation 
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which should receive the sanction of the church, or, in other 
words, given a woman in child-birth who is found to be unable 
to bring forth from causes derived from a peculiarity in her own 
formation or that of the child, and it is evident that one life must 
be sacrificed for the other, which life should be spared ? ” 

To this the Society was unanimous in pronouncing in favor of 
the child, as might have been supposed with an idea of its tenets. 
of faith. It is reported that an announcement to that effect will 
shortly be promulgated from the headquarters at rat to physi- 
cians within the pale of the Church. 

It would be a waste of words to discuss the propriety of this. 

Faith does not permit of doubting, and in such cases the Czesar- 
ian section will be the resort to rescue the child while still alive. 

Anyone, whether a Roman Catholic or not, is allowed to ad- 

minister baptism. The ceremony is performed by fouring clean 
water upon the head of the subject at three stages of the ceremo- 
ny, viz.: at the time of repeating the words, Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost. It is important that the formula, which is as fol- 
lows, be repeated without the least deviation or alteration: ‘I 
baptize thee in the name of the Father (pour), and of the Son 
(pour again) and of the Holy Ghost (pour again).” The pour- 
ing should be simultaneous with the speaking of the names of. the 
Trinity. 


The Situation in Australia.—An acquaintance of the ed- 
itor and a gentleman interested in medicine made a trip to Aus- 
tralia during the past winter, and has kindly furnished us with 
some of the leading points on the medical situation in that coun- 
try. 

The trip is made in about twenty-six days from San Francisco 
to Sydney, the regular steamers ‘touching at Honolulu and at 
New Zealand. 

The cities of Melbourne and Sydney, the two important places 
in Australia, have each a separate government and different med- 
ical laws. However in one thing they are agreed; that is that 
medical graduates must devote five years of study to the subject. 

In Melbourne, a regularly constituted practitioner of medi- 
cine must have his name registered, and before this can be ac- 
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complished, his ciploma must be passed upon ” a board of ex- 
aminers. 

English diplomas are accepted without question, but an Amer- 
ican document, whether Allopathic, Homeopathic or Eclectic, is 


laughed to scorn. This may seem a little hard to an unsophis- 


ticated Yankee, but, after all, there is no great injustice in re- 
quiring of foreigners what is required at home, and as none of 
the American colleges require five years of attendance, their di- 
plomas are quite properly considered not first water. — 

At Sydney, the regulations are not quite so strict, and a num- 
ber of American physicians are practicing in that place, though 
a graduate of an American institution would be taking great 


risks upon himself to go there, as his success at obtaining recog- | 


nition before the authorities would be doubtful. 
Still, it matters not how high the standard of requirements, 
quacks and pretenders will manage to thrive, and, by various 


artful dodges, a number of advertising physicians are raking in 
immense fortunes. | 


Another class of less pretentious irregulars are the herbalists—_ 


shopmen who deal in botanic medicines and prescribe them over 
the counter. The high charges of the regular profession drive 


many people to them for purposes of economy. ‘These dealers. 


are doing a thriving business, in many instances making more of 
a lucrative success than the average American physician on ac- 
count of less competition. 

The regular practitioner, that is, the legally constituted one, 
rolls in clover in that country. He has his coachman, his foot- 
man, his servants and his country seat. His office is a series of 
Spacious apartments with elegant adornments, and he maintains 
a lofty dignity in his intercourse with his patients, though that he 


is any more brainy than his less pretentious American cousin on 


the other side is a matter of doubt. 
The Australian summer corresponds to our winter, and, when 
our friend arrived there, he found the weather extremely hot. Be- 


fore long he found himself the victim of an annoying diarrhoea 


which resisted all his own plans for relief, and drove him to seek 
the advice of one of the doctors. 
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The following prescription was the result of an interview with 
a Ws J dignified gentleman of the regular faculty: 


Mag. sulph., 3iss; 
Acid sulph. dil., 3ii; 
Liq. opi. sed., 3ii; 
Syrup zingib., Ziss; 
Infus. columba, ad., 
M. S. Zss every 3d hour as directed. 


For this prescription the modest sum of one guinea, or about 
five dollars in American money, was charged. | 
This, the physician informed the patient, would, ih proper 
dieting, perfect a cure. But though it alleviated some of the 
griping and lessened the number of evacuations, the relief was 
only temporary, aggravation following upon every attempt to 
abandon the medicine, and after renewing the prescription and 
exhausting the second bottle, our friend concluded to seek fur- 
ther medical wisdom from a new source. 
Another physician was now consulted, who, for an interview 
of five minutes, the physician not rising from his seat, and only 


looking at the patient across the table, charged another guinea 
and evolved the following: 


i Tinct. ferri perchlor., 3111; 
Tinct. columbze, 3vi; 
Infus. ejusdem, ad., Zviii. 
Ft. mist. cujus capiat ter in die et aqua. _ 


A brief trial of this remedy sufficed to convince the gentleman 
that the Australian medical faculty must be a little lame upon a 
successful therapeutics of their own diseases, and he concluded 
to depart from an influence which threatened to render him im- 
mortal. So he engaged a passage to San Francisco, and a few 
days at sea served to restore him to accustomed health. 


Galvanism in Asthma.—We have recently employed the 
galvanic current in the treatment of an aggravated case of asthma, 
with the result of prompt temporary relief. 

The positive pole or anode was placed at the verteba promin- — 
ens, and the negative or cathode at the lower extremity of the 
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sternum, the current being gradually strengthened to sixteen’ 
cells. 


Under its influence the dyspnoea 
speedily disappeared, and the un- 
m pleasant symptoms vanished. In 
4 this respect galvanism is far supe- 
rior to faradism, which exerts little 
if any influence in such cases. — 


The current should be allowed 


x 


to flow through the thorax for from a 

in? 
five to ten minutes before the remo- a 
val of the sponges. So far, we q 


have observed no untoward effects 
from such treatment. | 


A Chapter in the History of Medicine.—t: Is remarka- 
ble how some men dote on the customs of autocracy. It seems 
as though they would prefer to be apes, and mimic European ia 
customs rather than be loyal to the principles and practices of | Ml 
republican America. 

Dr. Rosenthal, of San Francisco, a graduate of the Cooper 
Medical College of that place, visited Europe and studied in 
same of the German hospitals while there, imbibing, it seems, an 


exalted opinion of their practices. 
_ Upon his return, he received the appointment to the obstetric 4 
ward of the City and County Hospital of San Francisco, through st 


pressure brought to bear upon the Board of Health, by the two 
Allopathic colleges of that place. At least such is the statement 
in the Examiner. It seems that he immediately began the cus- 


tom of the German lying-in hospital, and women in the various wi 
stages of gestation were required to strip naked and submitto | a 
the scrutiny of medical students for an hour at a time; while — 
ribald jokes and various comments were made upon the appear- of 
ance of these victims by ruffianly students in tones clearly audi- : 
ble to the sufferers. : 
Such usages finally roused a spirit t of Opposition upon the part Sf 
of the inmates of the ward, and they requested Dr, Rosenthal to 4 


desist in such shameless practices. They were informed by this 
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gentleman that these were > the customs of the hospital, and that 
all refusing would be turned out of doors. 


Upon this, a number, some of them upon the very eve of ex- 


pected confinement, left and went out into the street, declaring 


their preference to childbirth upon the seiiiide rather than the 
continuance of such usage. 

A reporter of the Daily Examiner interviewed some of these 
women who were given a temporary shelter in the Magdalen 
Asylum, until they could see the Mayor and make the disgrace- 


ful affair public. 


The proper authorities were finally aroused, and Dr. Rosen- 
thal was cited to appear. At the hearing, his defense was that 
his practices in the hospital had numerous precedents in Europe. 
He brought evidence to substantiate this; but the Board of 


Health was inclined to view European practices with less of ad- 


miration than had characterized Dr. Rosenthal, and he was _in- 
formed, in substance, if not in words, that he was now breathing 
an American atmosphere; that here petty officials are not 


rulers but servants of the people and customs of a republic, and 


he was enjoined to cease his barbarisms or step down and out. 


Disgusting.—The illness of General Grant has been an occa- | 


sion for the exhibition of much uncalled-for gossip and specula- 


tion through the telegraph and press. 
For many days comments upon the General’s wonderful vital- 
ity, upon his dying condition, upon his being a ‘iittle better, ete... 


have been going the rounds. 


And now come the tidings that the Governor and inmates of 


the Soldiers’ Home, at Washington, are preparing letters of an 


affectionate nature to Mrs. Grant, placing any of the command- 
ing sites within the grounds at the disposal of the family for a 
burial place, in the event of the General’s death. All this, of 
course, is soothing to the sensibilities of the afflicted man and 


his family; but it would ordinarily seem that such a morbid 


disposition to meddle with and speculate upon the private affairs 
of a stricken family could but serve to annoy, in the most griev- 
ous manner, those who are bound by ties of near kinship. 

There is a proper time for all things. 
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‘Bad Mixtures for Weak Stomachs.—Dyspeptics who 
suffer the twinges and torments of indigestion after a restaurant 
dinner will find in the following lines by Dr. Clifford Mitchell, 
of Chicago, some hint of the cause in many instances: 


Bread and butter furnish every constituent positively necessary 
for life. The poor man should have for his pennies dvead pure 
beyond question; if it be adulterated he has no redress—too 
often he is glad to get it, alum, plaster, blue vitriol and all ! 

Although I understand that many bakers will admit using 
alum in the preparation of their ead, and it is often added to 
the flour before coming into the hands of the baker, to make an 


inferior grade look fine and white, nevertheless, I will cite a case. 


for the benefit of dyspeptics, where the use of bread containing 
alum was followed by very disagreeable and uncomfortable symp- 
toms. A certain gentleman of Chicago, being sometimes 
troubled with dyspepsia, seldom eats any other than home-made 
bread. It so happened that one day when in good health, he 


partook at all three meals of the so called ‘‘ Vienna bread,” 


eating probably in all, during the day, nearly a loaf. 


In the evening the following symptoms were manifested in. 


him: Nausea, severe pain in the stomach and bowels, eructa- 
tions and persistent heartburn, which did not leave him for sev- 
eral days. 

Having obtained bread from the same loaf from which he had 
eaten, I analyzed it carefully, assisten by a gentleman from the 
Institute of Technology, of Boston. Alum was found in the 
bread in considerable quantities. The analysis was confirmed 
by Mr. Fuller, of New York, with the microscope and _polari- 
scope. 

Alum is an astringent, and produces, if taken constantly i 
this manner, in bread, a general decrease in the quantity of the 
secretions of the intestinal tract. Thus it can be readily seen 
that, although interesting as a chemical, it is not altogether 
wholesome as a steady diet. 

Although, as a rule, the effects of eating bread containing 


alum would not show themselves so quickly as in the case just 


mentioned, I find upon inquiry that a large number of’ persons 
state that the disagreeable effects of eating baker’s bread are man- 
ifested within twenty-four hours, and the symptoms, as a rule, 
are the same as the case of the gentleman mentioned, varying of 
course, in intensity, according to the strength of the individual, 
etc., and agreeing quite closely with the physiological effects of 
alum. 

Blue vitriol, which is sometimes used, produces symptoms far 
more alarming than those of alum. 
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Around the World in Eighty Days.—A prominent busi- 
ness man of Oakland, while indulging in a hearty laugh a few 
weeks ago, swallowed a partial set of artificial teeth consisting 
of eight grinders and rubber plate. One of the one hun- 
dred and eighty physicians of the town, we are not informed 
who, urged the body onward from the lower portion of 
the cesophagus, where it lodged, into the stomach, where it 


seemed to adapt itself to circumstances as kindly as could have 


been expected. 

Knowing ones, however, saw visions of gastrotomy, of underta- 
kers and crape; but the principal, priding himself on a constitu- 
tion of Teutonic origin not to be disturbed by trifles, pursued — 
the even tenor of his way, and employed a dentist to construct 


a new set of masticators with all the latest improvements. 


These he employed in the place of those lost but not forgotten. 

The sequel has been an insult to surgical principles and exper- 
iences. They were not lost but gone behind. In other words, 
they came back to America by way of the lower strait, weather- 


ing the difficult passage of pylorus, the intricate channel of duo- 


denum, jejunum and ileum, the sharp curve of ileo-ccecum and 
the more easy passage of coecum and rectum. 


Rumor hath it that the gentleman preven the new set in spite 
of old associationship. 


A Letter from Prof. Crowley.—Just as he was about to 
sail for Europe, and after a long silence, Dr. Crowley penned us 
a short letter, which, though intended as a private communica- 


tion, we will take the liberty of publishing for the benefit of his 


many friends who are desirous to know of his whereabouts and 
welfare. We know, under these circumstances, that he will par- 
don the liberty we take. Only such portions as are not of inter- 
est to the reader have been omitted. _ 


New York Ciry, April 3, 1885. 


H. T. WessTEr, M. D.: 

Dear Sir and Friend: Tomorrow morning, while the day i is 
young, I make sail for a land across the ‘‘ pond.” It isa land 
that I have long wished to see, and now the time for sailing is 
near at hand, and I feel that it is my duty to make the very best 
of every moment and every opportunity. 

I have now been away from California eight months, and have 
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ised up nearly all of that time in the hardest kind of study, most 
of the time using from twelve to fifteen hoursa day. Abouta 
month ago, I finished this routine of study in Chicago, and only 
with a little delay, I came to this city, feeling a little bit wiser 
(just a little), and a little vacant in the stomach—much study 
had made my stomach sad. 

Although the winter in Chicago was cold, there were enough 
of pleasantries to counteract this little defect. ‘The students sas 
doctors, with whom I associated, were the best kind of friends. 
In fact, I was never used better by any body of men than I was > 
by these, with one exception, 7. ¢., the faculty of the California 
Medical College, and that faculty is associated with everything I 
do. You know I was long in the college in Oakland that it 
scarcely ever leaves my thoughts. Even last night, while in my 
sleep, I thought I was back in Oakland, and was preparing a 
lecture for the boys. : | 

Let me tell you, there is a great chance to build up a medical 
college on the Pacific Coast. The great trouble, in almost every 
college, is that the teachers lose the vém# and interest they should 
always possess. The teachers in New York—some of the most 
noted and some who have had years of experience—allaw their 
greatness to counterbalance good, solid, scientific teaching. 
They have a great many clinics here, and they are excellent clin- 
ical instructors. In this Eastern country they teach anatomy 
very superficially. The students of the California Medical Col- 
lege are away ahead of the usual class in anatomy, and, in fact, 
they are better drilled in most if not all of the studies than they 
are in this country. Men here are given mostly to that which 
satisfies themselves. The enthusiasts in surgery only consider the 
most popular points. The students, if they have been previously 
drilled in pathology, anatomy and surgery, can profit greatly by 
these operations; but, under other circumstancs, it would be the 
hight of folly to sit and watch them. 

I came to this city with the intention of taking things coolly, 
but that is an impossibility. I have, since I have been here, 
visited Bellevue College and Hospital, University of New York, 
New York College of Physicians and Surgeons, Post-graduate, 
Poly-clinic, New York Hospital and a few others of less import- 
ance. I have spent several hours among them all, and, in fact, 
every day has found me occupied. A few hours now and then I 
have spent at Central Park, on Fifth Avenue, Broadway, Wall 
street, Brooklyn bridge, etc. ‘Taking it all in all I think my stay 
here has been profitable and pleasant. 

find that it is now late intheevening. I sailtomorrow morn- 
ing at nine o’clock. So good-bye, until I am on the other side. 
Yours Respectfully, D. D. CROWLEY. 
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Prof. A. J. Howe, in the: Eclectic Madical Journal, of April, 
1885, in an articie entitled Cocaine and Circumcision—(the Prof. 


-shouid devise some more appropriate term for his operation, as 


he simply slits up the prepuce in a longitudinal direction, and 
does not cut around anything)—after detailing the comparative 


freedom from pain during the operation, as the result of a previ- 
ous application of a solution of cocaine hydrochlorate, remarks: 


‘No hemorrhage followed;” and, at the close of his article, says: 
‘* J cannot say why there was so little blood lost, unless cocaine 
lessens the local circulation.”” Now I should have thought that 
such a close observer and acute reasoner as Prof. H. would have 
ascertained before this that cocaine hydrochlorate does, with cer- 
tainty, lessen the local circulation. This it does by irritating (or 


stimulating) the sympathetic nerve fibers which accompany and 
control the blood vessels—the vaso-motor nerves, in fact. 


This property of cocaine gives the drug additional value, and 
greatly extends its field of usefulness beyond that of local anzs- 
thesia simply. For example, it exsanguinates the Schneiderian 


membrane, and rapidly mitigates the pain and sternutation pro- 


duced by the intense congestion of that membrane in an acute 
attack of coryza. It is true the relief from a single application 
is only temporary; but temporary impressions constantly renewed 
are equivalent to permanence, and by repeating the application 
as often as is necessary, until the effects of the ‘‘cold” have 
passed away, much suffering may be avoided. _ i 

This property also facilitates the execution of operations on 


the eye, in which cocaine is so extensively used as a local anzes- 


thetic. Of course the influence of an external application will 
not extend much deeper than the conjunctiva; but, after this 
membrane is incised, the solution may be injected into the areo- 
lar tissues around the sclerotic, and so be of use in cases of rectal 
tenotomy and even of enucleation. 

Cocaine dilates the pupil, but this is not, as a rule, objection- 
able in eye operations; rather the contrary. This dilatation is 
distinct from, and may even be in addition to, that which is 
produced by atropia, as atropia paralyzes the sphincter iridis 
through its action on the third nerve, being a kind of negative 
dilatation, while cocaine positively dilates by stimulating the 
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sympathetic fibers and causing contraction of the blood-vessels. q 
A casual observer might fail to see the connection between Me By 
vascular contraction and enlargement of the pupillary space; ‘ i 


but Prof. Knapp, the noted oculist, explains it as follows: The iy 
iris consists chiefly of blood-vessels arranged in loops, or arches, 
extending from the circumference toward the center; the walls of 
these vessels are exceedingly thick in proportion to the caliber 
of the vessel, thus furnishing an unusual amount of contractible 
tissue, which, when contracted, shortens the loops or arches 
and draws the movable central por:ion toward the fixed circum- 


It is to be hoped that the present almost prohibitive price of 
cocaine hydrochlorate may soon be reduced, when, with in-. 
creased use of the drug, I have no doubt other valuable prop- 
erties may be discovered. Geo. G. GERE. 


NOTES. 


_ The editor has a new Kidder tip-cell battery and case of elec- 

trodes for sale at a bargain. Write for particulars. a ; 
 M.H. Whitney, M. D., and D. H. Rand, M. D., were in | 

the recently graduated class of the Willamette University. 


Permanganate of potassium is the latest agent recommended 
for the cure of consumption. It will be recollected that claims 


have been made for its efficiency in amenorrhcea from taking 
cold. 


We are reminded through a note from Alexander Wilder, M. 
_D., Secretary of the National Eclectic Medical Association, that 


the next meeting will be held at Altoona, Pennsylvania, begin- 
ning June 17th next. 


We learn that George S. Davis, of Detroit, Michigan, will 
continue the publication of the Zadex Medicus, which has been 
discontinued for a few months. Mr. Davis liberality and enter- 
prise deserve abundant success. 


Through an awkward mistake the name guindelia robusta was 
substituted for berberis aquifolium in the quotation on page 167, 
in the April number. Several other mistakes appear in that 
number, the result of careless proof-reading. ‘‘ Pardon.” 


As a hopeful sign of a coming disposition upon the part of 
educated medical men to agree to disagree, the Eclectic, Allo- 
pathic and Homeopathic departments of the State University of 
Nebraska joined in their closing exercises a few weeks ago. 
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Some change was minde | in the programme of the State Society 
and Alumni Association, as announced in the April number, to — 
meet the conveniences of the occasiun. The State meeting will 
be held in the College Hall, in Oakland, and the Alumni meet- 
ing graduating ge and banquet will take place on the twen- 
ty-eighth instead of the twenty-ninth. 


Eserine is a principle obtained from the physostigma veneno- 
sum or Calabar bean. It acts upon the eye in an opposite direc- 
tion from atropia, contracting the pupil and improving the power 
of the muscles of accommodation. It is in considerable repute 
among opthalmologists. It has been used successfully in the 
treatment of tetanus in about one-seventh grain doses every hour 


for a time, with gradually lengthening intervals as the paroxyms ° 
grow less severe. 


A four per-cent. solution of hydrochlorate of cocaine has been 
used successfully in vaginismus. The solution was painted on 
the vaginal orifice with immediate relief of the irritability and 
spasm. A case of irritable ulcer of the penis following an oper- 
ation for phymosis, was much benefited by a two-per cent. solu- 
tion of the same. A case of phthisical ulceration of the pharynx 
and larynx was also alleviated by itsinfluence. ‘This agent prom- 
ises to become one of everyday resort for the physician, and its 


price is rapidly declining. It will doubtless become a staple - 


r. J. M. Wells (Zclectic Medical Journal ) reports the muri- 
Pe of ammonia in strong solution as a very reliable rem- 
edy in rhus poisoning. His first experience was in his own case, 
which was immediately benefited by a local application of the 
remedy, after two days of suffering and the unsatisfactory use of 
a number of reputed remedies. Since, he has learned to depend 
upon this remedy with great confidence. He recommends a solu- 
tion of half an ounce of the salt to four ounces of water, the 
parts to be bathed with it every two or three hours. If the throat 
be affected it may be employed as a gargle or swallowed. 


In the case of Jane E. Flint vs. the Eclectic Board of Exam- 
iners of California, the Superior Court of San Francisco (De- 
partment Three) sustained the demurrer of defendants to plain- 
tiff’s complaint; the ground of demurrer being that the petition, 
on which a mandamus was sought to compel the Board to grant 
her a certificate upon a diploma from the Field College of St. 
Louis, did not constitute a cause of action. ‘The court held that 
the petition must aver that the Board of Examiners was guilty of 
irregularity in their proceedings, and of course this must be 
proved on the trial. If the Board proceeded regularly and im- 
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partially, the Court cannot interfere with the decision of the 
Board, no matter what that decision may have been. 


In the Vienna Medical Wochenschrift, January, 1885, Dr. 
Weiss makes the following communication: December 25th I 
was called to Prof. L . An atomizer which he was using 
had exploded, the hot steam badly scalding the Professor’s lips, 
nose, eye-lids, cheeks and forehead. Pain was so intense that 
I apprehended general convulsions. I sent for sundry topical 


remedies, among them a two-per-cent. solution of hydrochlo- 


rate of cocaine. In the meanwhile I covered the injured parts 


with pieces of cloth dipped in olive oil; on the top of these I ap- 


plied ice-water compresses, renewing them every minute, without 
affording the slightest relief. When the medicaments arrived I 
touched the injured parts with a hair-pencil dipped in the co- 
caine solution. I had scarcely finished, when all pain had en- 
tirely vanished, without any return. At my visit in the evening, 


I found the patient quite easy and in spirits. —Massachu- 
setts Eclectic Medical Journal. 


Dr. Kilgour (Zclectic Med. Journal) offers the following indi- 


cations for phosphorus, phosphoric acid and tartar emetic: Phos-. 


phorus is indicated in pneumonia where there is ‘‘ abundant 
blood-streaked sputa, with heavy continuous pain in the lungs, 
tendency to typhoid symptoms and weakness, moist skin and 
small pulse, and moist tongue rather pointed. The lungs are 
affected about the middle and lower portions. Tartar emetic is 
indicated in bronchial pneumonia where there is great rattling of 
mucus with every inspiration, and which is freely and easily 
-expectorated, and of a white and tenacious kind; the lesion is in 
the upper portion of the bronchia, and there is rarely if ever any 
blood in the sputa; the tongue is moist and of a light pink color 
at the tip; the pulse is soft and weak, and the patient breaks out 
in perspiration at each coughing spell and closes his eyes, with 
an exhausted look; the skin is moist, and the patient seems worn 


out, and presents slightly reddened cheeks in the evening. In 


such cases tartar emetic should be given in water just short of 
-nausea, which can of course only be accurately determined by 
nauseating and then filling up a little with water. The the 


should of course first be dissolved in a spoonful of hot water and 


then cool water added in the proportion of half a grain to a grain 
in four ounces of water, and a teaspoonful given every hour. As 
to phosphoric acid it is a remedy in some cases in extremis, where 
patients are just hovering on the threshold of the unseen world, 

and are perfectly oblivious to all things transpiring around them. 
The indications for it are utter apathy and indifference to all 
about them; but when not too far gone they will answer slowly 
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and seemingly with a careless indifference when their attention 1s 
earnestly called to a question. They have a sunken look about 
the fade, which is covered with the fine vapor-looking moisture 
known as the death-damp. 


NOTICES. 


THF PHYSICIAN HIMSELF AND WHAT HE SHOULD ADD To His SCIENTIFIC 
ACQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO SECURE Success. By D. W. Cathell, 
M.D., late Professor of Pathology in the College of Physiciana and 

Surgeons of Baltimore. Fourth editton. Enlarged by the addition of 
nearly three hundred new suggestions. Published by Cushing & Bailey, 
Baltimore, Maryland. Price $2.00. | 


The human mind presents us with many peculiar phases. The 


most inconsistent fancies, apparently, sometimes hide behind 


their seeming vagaries much of shrewdness and gain-begetting 
calculation. We are at a loss to understand why the author of 


this work should expect a favorable notice of it from Eclectics 


and others of whom he writes in anything but terms of forbear- 
ance. Surely the Eclectic editor, who commends it to his read- 
ers without reserve, writes himself as the most consummate of all | 
asses. al 

The work is an out-and-out advocate of as disgraceful an in- 
strument as ever went on record in a republican and enlightened 
country, namely, the Code of the American Medical Association. 
No matter what the acquirements of a medical gentleman, no 
matter how well qualified or successful he be, if he conform not 
to the requirements of this offspring of absolutism and barbarism, 
the reader is admonished to treat him as a pirate. At least he is 
not instructed to advance toward him even the common courte- 
sies due a gentleman. On the other hand, a graduate of a col- 
lege, which a conclave of bigots has chosen to consider vegu/ar, 
according to their own narrow caliber, even if he be the veriest 
boor and blockhead in creation, must be treated with the utmost 
condescension. ‘This, of course, is nothing new; but it marks 
the work as one of those many efforts, one of those Pollards 
in a lost cause, which the irresistible stream of common 
intelligence and common sense is sweeping into oblivion. We 
quote a few lines to illustrate: 
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It is your duty to familiarize yourself at the very threshold of 
your professional career with the Code of Ethics, and never vio- 
late either its letter or its spirit, but always scrupulously observe 
both towards all vegu/ar graduates practicing as vegular physi- 


cians. But remember that you are neither required nor allowed | 


to extend its favoring provisions to any one practicing contrary 
to the cherished truths that guard the regular profession no matter 
who or what he may be. 

Dr. Thomas Percival, an English physician, in a small book 
published in 1807, proposed an admirable code of ethics, which, 
excepting a few alterations made necessary by the lapse of time 
and the advance of medical science, is the identical code adopted 
by the American Medical Association in 1847, and which from 
then until now has governed our whole medical profession 
throughout this broad land, just as the Ten Commandments of 
Holy Writ instruct and restrict mankind in general. | 


In these paragraphs the author commits himself to the suspicion 


of snobbery and bigotry in the most undesirable manner. The 
disposition on the part of even the educated portion of the old 


school medical profession has been to have some belief inde-. 
pendent of English ideas; but this advocate of the code evidently © 


congratulates himself and his readers upon its origin, ‘* Because 
it’s so deuced Hinglish, you know.” And the idea that the 
world has made no advance since 1807, except in some particu- 
lar respects, in medicine, evinces a peculiar position in the au- 
thor’s mind upon the subject of general enlightenment which the 
world has since undergone. Such men are fossils, and will be 
no further advanced in sentiment, in morality, in humanitarian- 
ism, in religion, a century hence than the world was a hun- 
dred years ago. Possibly the ‘‘ Hinglish” status at the time 
the Puritans decamped from England to escape persecution 
would very well satisfy the date for the framing of a code of eth- 
ics for the dereliction of this apostle of the modern representa- 
tive of ancient customs. Probably the custom of crucifying 
Christs, an unpleasant little peculiarity of the ancient Jews, 
might also, if he could properly make the application, be adapted 
to his satisfaction, to irregulars. | 

In another place, the author refers to the propriety of observ- 
ing the golden rule in consulting physicians, as though the golden 
rule were only created for the adherents of the code. If this 
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work, so far as an attempt to justify the old code is concerned, 
is intended as a burlesque, we must commend it as a most sub- 
lime success. 

The crudities manifest in the practice of the author, cropping 
out in his admonitions to a waiting world of adolescent old 
codists, however, unmistakably mark him as an old code man, 
and we must believe he really supposes his arguments logical. 
Such piping about the golden rule and such penn to sit 
down on everybody who does not believe as ‘“‘we” do—such 


consistency was never more inconsistently joined. 


The work, with all its weakness on the code contains some 


good advice. Much of this is calculated to make a man who 


follows it a hypocrite and tool to a mercenary disposition; but it 
is ‘money makes the mare go” always. Moreover, the young 


_members of the Allopathic persuasion buy this book and read it, 


as well as follow its advice. What more could be expected of a 
class of men who have bowed to authority, like a_priest-ridden 


laity since the days of Hippocrates? They are ancient in their 


reverence for authority as in many other matters. 

The admonitions concerning many little points connected 
with every-day practice are really valuable and can be made 
avail of by an Eclectic as well as anybody else, though it is to 
be expected that any man with native sense, in this day, and 
with the independence to think for himself, will intuitively grasp 
much that is here laid down. Some of the advice is really so 
ridiculous as to lower the book in estimation. For example: 
‘*In every confinement case, after delivering the child, be care- 


ful to call the mother’s attention to the lump in her abdomen, 


and inform her that it is only the contracted uterus. If you do 
not, she may accidentally discover it, get greatly alarmed, and 
either walt your visit in terror or send for you post haste.”” What 
a figure a beardless boy doctor would cut informing the mother 
of six or a dozen offspring, on this important subject. And, 
this is about as relevant as the advice to the physician to always 
carry, among other things, a piece of lunar caustic in his pocket. 

The author’s ideas in regard to placebos are also after the 
antique style to correspond with the time when ounce doses of 
calomel were occasionally administered to an unimpressible pa- 


j 
| 
{ 
| 
; 
it 
4 
q 
be 
un 
LF 
| 
oF 
‘ 
i, 
? 
1 
oF 
| 


Book NOTICES. 925 


tient. He instructs his readers to purchase a pound box of No. 
35 unmedicated (why not medicated?) homeopathic globules, 
and immerse one half of them in fluid extract of belladonna, 
and the other half in tincture of iodine for twenty minutes, then 
roll them about on a newspaper till all surplus fluid is absorbed 
and let them dry, after which they can be put into bottles with a 
small quantity of powdered liquorice in one bottle, and pow- 
dered cinnamon in the other, to prevent them from agglutinat- 


ing. These are to be administered when no medicine is consid- 


ered to be needed. We do not wonder that an author with 


such a refined sense of the action of remedies is an advocate of 


the old code. 


The work has a large sale among the Alienate, and the new 
codist had best be on his guard in the society of such gentry. It 


is worth much to be acquainted with the tactics of an enemy. 
Therefore, we advise all Eclectics to buy it, for it will serve a 
two-fold purpose. It will not only acquaint them beforehand 


with the manner of gentlemanly courtesy they may expect from 


an advocate of the code, but it will serve, in time to come, 
as a curlosity—a relic of one of the few barbarisms of the clos- 
‘Ing nineteenth century in America, the Home of the Free. 


THE WASTING DISEASES OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN. By Eustace Smith, 
M.D., Lond. Fourth Edition. | 


The April number of ‘‘ Wood’s Library of Standard Medical 
Authors,” and a valuable work on common conditions of child- 
hood. 

The contents consist of an introduction and chapters on the 
following subjects: Simple Atrophy from Insufficient Nourish- 
ment; Chronic Diarrhoea; Chronic Vomiting; Rickets; Inherited 
Syphilis; Mucous Disease; Worms; Chronic Pulmonary Pthithis; 
Caseation of Lymphatic Glands; and Diet of Children in Health 
and Disease. 

These subjects are exhaustively examined, the whole constitut- 
ing a work of two hundred and seventy-eight octavo pages in the 
style of the Library. Wm. Wood & Co., 56 and 58 Lafayette 
Place, New York. 
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Just as we were going to press we received the twelfth volume of 
The Transactions of the National Eclectic Medical Association. A 
hasty sketch of its contents convinces us that it is replete with 
interesting and valuable material. Contributions from repre- 
sentative Eclectics all over the country, many of them of a high 
grade of excellence, appear in these pages. We are convinced 
that a comparison of this volume with those of preceding num-— 
bers will attest that Eclecticism in medicine is not merely a ref- 
ormation, but a living, moving principle, whose effect is progress. 


~ This is aS it should be. 
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ENLARGED PROSTATE AND CHRONIC CYSTITIS. 


Recently we attended an old man who was suffering from a 
severe attack of cystitis, which was engrafted on a chronic cys- 
titis and enlarged prostate. The old symptoms were all intensi- — 
fied, and large quantities of pus, mixed with thick, glassy, ropy 
mucus, and these streaked with white—the earthy phosphates 
precipitated from the urine—a great deal ot febrile movement, 
severe pain, tormina and tenesmus in the bladder, often severe. 
attacks of retention, then dribbling of urine. The pain in the 
small of the back and over the pubis was intense, and with loss 
of sleep came loss of appetite and very bad digestion. 

A finger introduced into the rectum revealed an enormous 
prostate, which was very sensitive to the touch. Besides was 
also detected a sacculated condition of the bladder, which was 
full of urine. The urethra was exceedingly tender, and every 
attempt to introduce a catheter caused such intense pain and 
spasm of the canal the operation was fuund impractical. To a 
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empty the bladder was the first thing in order, to effect which “a 4 
required more aid than we had. The muriate of cocaine was if 
suggested as being eminently useful in this case, because we : | 
wanted to bring about a profound anesthetic impression upon if 
the mucous membrane of the urethra to allow the catheter to at 
pass into the bladder. A soft velvet catheter was filled with a a 


four per cent. solution of the medicament, and the instrument 
thus charged carefully introduced into the urethra. As it ad- 
vanced, a syringe full of the fluid was carefully attached by its 
- nozzle to the aperture of the catheter, and then the piston was 

gently and slowly pushed down, so as to force the fluid into the | f 
urethra. As soon as the fluid touched the mucous membrane of i 
the urethra, a wonderful change was wrought on its vital state; 
it became insensitive to the pressure of the catheter. The latter 
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was pushed on slowly, and as it advanced, the mucous mem- 
brane was irrigated with the cocaine fluid. As the catheter ad- 
vanced the urethra seemed to become perfectly free and open, 
so that when the instrument reached the prostate it easily glided 
over the gland and was into the bladder as slick as’ you could 
want it. The use of this medicament will grow in popularity 


day by day in the treatment of all diseases of mucous mem-. 


branes, to which it is so eminently adapted on account of the 


soothing and anesthetic influence it has upon the vital endow- 
ments of this tissue. 


The bladder contained more than a: quart of © highly ammoni- 
acal urine, mixed witha large quantity of pusand purulent mucus, 
and thick albuminous looking mucus, mixed with earthy phos- 
phates. The next thing to be done was to clean the bladder. 
Now we must call attention to the highly sensitive state of the 
coats of the organ when suffering from cystitis, even of the 
chronic form. Besides this state of things, there are always 
present patches of ulceration, and the ends of the nerves are thus 
exposed, which provokes so often such agonizing tormina and 
tenesmus of the organ. But cleaning out the bladder is a mat- 
ter of prime importance in treating the bladder affections of old 
men suffering at the same time from enlarged prostate. 

In cleaning the bladder we have always adopted Mr. Thomas 
Bryant’s method. 

After the urine is drawn off, a piece of rubber tubing several 
feet in length is at one end-attached to the catheter; the other 
end is attached to a glass tube three or four inches long, which 
is inserted into a stout cork; the cork is fitted into the mouth of 
a bottle. Into the bottle we pour 4 or 6 drachms of the follow- 
ing fluid: 

Boric acid., 31; 

Refined borax, 3ss; 

Fl. ex. bellad., 31; 

Fl. ext. stramonium, 3ii; 
Decoction of quassia, 3xl. 

Now elevate the bottle with the cork downward, and the fluid 
will pass along the rubber tube to the bladder; then lower the 
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bottle with the cork uppermost, and the fluid will run out of the 
bladder into the bottle. The contrivance is used as a siphon to 
wash out the bladder, which it does most effectually. 

The fluid should be changed two or three times in all bad 
cases at each working, so as to insure a thorough cleansing of 
the Viscus. | 
_ There is much to be gained by this antiseptic washing out of 
the bladder. The fluid should be moderately warm, not over 
ninety-five nor under ninety degrees Fahrenheit. When the 
pain is very severe, a suppository of opium, solid ext. of bellad. 
and mutton tallow very slightly tempered with oil, should be intro- 
duced into the rectum at night. At times it will be found advis- 
able to give a hypodermic injection of fluid ergot and atropine. 
This combination dose exercises a very salutary influence on the 
bladder and religves pain. It is of the greatest importance to 
relieve pain and procure rest and sleep, for without them appe- 


tite and digestion will be wanting, and your paren will gradually 


It is also good practice to throw a small portion of the four 


per cent. muriate of cocaine in the bladder after washing‘it out 
to anzesthetize the mucous membrane and procure rest. In 
those cases of enlarged prostate, attended with highly sensitive 
and painful urethra and bladder, the cocaine muriate becomes a 
great boon, because we are enabled to apply local treatment 
for the cure of cystitis. 


Boric acid we have found the best and most soothing local 


application to all inflamed mucous membranes. It always acts. 


well on the bladder, but it is needful that some agent with the 
cocaine be added to anzsthetize the sensitive tissues. We have 


found a decoction of quassia the best menstruum ever used to 


dissolve the boric acid in, because it has a decided sedative in- 
fluence on mucous membranes, and exercises a very tonic effect 
on them. It is, in our experience, a valuable local remedy in 
skin diseases, in opthalmia and leucorrhcea. We prefer it to 
anything else to wash the bladder out with in these cases. 


The frequency of the repetition of the washing will be deter-- 


mined by the nature of the case and the severity of the symp- 
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toms. For the first few days it should be done at least twice 
during the day and once during the night. 

The patient should be taught to introduce the catheter for him- 
self, and to do the washing with the help of his friends. The 
night washing is of great importance in those cases where there 
is considerable inflammation and ulceration of the bladder, 
which is accompanied by the pus, glassy mucous and white sand 
and great tormina. 

At night, the rectal suppository is of undoubted value—one 
made of powdered opium 3i, solid ext. bella. 3ss, beef tallow 
3i, and sweet oil 10 or 11 drops. Melt the tallow and the med- 
icament, and form into twenty suppositories. The tallow slowly 
dissolves and liberates the drugs which spread over the mucous 
membrane of the rectum, and produce their soothing effect. 
Cocoa butter is preferred by nearly a!l authors ,for making the 
suppository, but we do not think it is as good as fresh, sweet 
tallow, nicely tempered down with oil. Permanganate of pot- 
ash, highly diluted—four or five grains to the pint of water—is 
used warm asa washout for the bladder. We have obtained 
very striking results from this weak solution of the salt in the 
worst form of virulent catarrh of the bladder. Ifused strong the 
solution will be sure to irritate the sensitive mucous coat and 
cause pain. 

When tormina and tenesmus are very severe, a small injection 
of laudanum and belladonna, mixed with glycerine and water 
thrown up the rectum at night, often procures prompt and great 
relief and promotes sleep. — 

The catheter should never be introduced when the urethra is 
irritable or sensitive without first irrigating this canal with a solu- 
tion of cocaine as the only protection against injury to parts and 
avoidance of shock to the nervous system that so often follows 
painful catheterization. These shocks not only prostrate the 
whole system and destroy the assimilating power, but, by relaxa- 
tion, they throw additional diseased action on the already dis- 
eased viscus. |? | 

Internal treatment is of great importance in these cases, 
though not of such altogether superior value as is claimed for it 
by many writers on the topic. Before we had the great value of 
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rhus aromatica put before us, we used to resort to the infusion i 
cockle-burr, from which we obtained valuable benefit. It is, we 
think, equal to the rhus aromatica. The latter medicament has 
obtained a widespread reputation in the treatment of bladder af- alt 
fections, and deservingly so. There is a vast quantity of worth- Hi 
less trash on the market, and much of the complaint from disap- 
-pointment in the use of the remedy comes from this cause. A : 
good tincture of fl. ex. of the rhus arom. will give good returns in i, 
nearly every case of this disease. The dose should be twenty - Et 
-minims every three or four hours, in some infusion of sassafras 
bark. We have found this bark in decoction to be of great value 
in bladder and kidney affections, so we order it to be drank 
warm in good large quantities during the day. It clears up the 
urine and increases the quantity while the acidity is diminished. 
The fl. ex. of gorn silk is another remedy of undoubted value a 
in all the catarrhal affections of the whole mucous tracts and of | . 
the bladder in particular. We order it in doses of 3ss to 31, in 
the decoction of sassafras bark, and repeated at intervals of two 
or three hours. It has a most soothing effect on the mucous 
coat of the bladder, and allays the irritation of the nerves and 
vascular tissues that supply the mucous membrane; besides this, 
we think that the remedy has in some way a peculiar anesthetic 
influence on the histological elements of the mucous tissue. 
There is a great point to be gained in making the urine alka- 
line, or nearly so. All alkaline remedies, like soda and potash, 
tend to impair the appetite and gastric digestion, and on this ac- 
count are ruled out. But we have a splendid remedy in the 
cream of tartar that will make the urine alkaline and increase its iq 
quantity, and keep the bowels soluble and inflict no damage on it 
the digestive powers. We therefore order 3111 of cream of tartar — i 
dissolved in a pint of water and taken during the day. We have © q 
many years used the cream of tartar in all bladder and kidney 
diseases, and experience increases our confidence in it. Rochelle 
salts answers a very good purpose for making the urine alkaline i 
and increasing its daily quantity, and keeping the bowels slightly _ i 
soluble. This salt has also a fine sedative effect on mucous i 
membranes, when given in moderate doses of 3ss three or four q 
times a day, dissolved in four or six ounces of water. Salicylic 
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acid, made from wintergreen, and in combination potassium — 
carb. in doses of five to six grains of the acid, so combined, has 
a decided action on the track, and has served us well in bladder 
affections of old men. It should be known that stillingia is a 
fine remedy in bladder and kidney affections, its action being 
somewhat like rhus aromatica, and _ we think equally as soothing 
to the mucous membrane. When the catarrh of the bladder is 
purulent, we are partial to stillingia, combined, if need be, with 

In days of yore, we used galium aparine (cleavers) in all these 


cases of bladder affections, in all sexes and ages, with the most 


gratifying results. It is difficult to account for such good old 
remedies that have proven of so much solid value going out of 
use. The galium aparine is as near a specific for all these blad- 
der troubles as one can want, and has proven of particular value 
in suppurative cystitis of old men who suffer from enlarged pros- 

When a tonic is needed, the use of quinine, iron and strych- 
nine answer well in combination, but it must be remembered 
that old men with enlarged and irritable prostate gland do not 
bear quinine kindly; in fact, this remedy frequently acts asa 
severe irritant on the diseased part and the neck of the bladder. 
The combination of liquor hydrastis, 3ss, tinct. nux., 3i, tinct. 
macrotys, 31. M. Sig.—Twenty drops to be taken in water 
every three or four hours.—Georgra Eclectic Medical Fournal. 


NITRO-GLYCERINE AND THE CHLORIDE OF GOLD AND 
SODIUM IN THE TREATMENT OF ALBUMINURIA. 


Chloride of gold and sodium have long been known to have a 
special direction to the genito-urinary apparatus. The ovarian 
and uterine organs in the female, the testes and vesiculz semi- 
nales in the male, are stimulated by it, and the kidneys, by 
means of which it is eliminated, and in which it tends to accu- 
mulate, are decidedly affected by it in function and structure. 
In common with some other agents of the class to which the gold 
belongs—for example, corrosive sublimate—the chloride acts 
upon the connective tissue, and checks its over-production or its 
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hyperplasia. It would be quite impossible in this note to go over 
the evidence on these points, and hence I must ask your assent to 
these statements. They have been accepted as true of gold from 
the days of the alchemists and iatrochemists, as any one may 
ascertain from that curious collection of medizval medical learn- 
ing, the ‘* Anatomy of Melancholy.” It has happened, strangely 
enough, that Hahnnemann and his followers have profited by 


this knowledge, and have used gold preparations—especially 


aurunpotabile—in the treatment of renal diseases with success. 
How and when are these remedies used? Nitro-glycerine is now 
administered, as all present know, in the form of the centessimal 
solution, one minim of the pure drug to one hundred minims of 
alcohol, the initial dose of this one per cent. solution is one 
minim, which should be increased until very characteristic phys- 


iological effects are produced. The susceptibility to the action of © 


nitro-glycerine varies greatly, and hence the dose cannot be stated 
beforehand. It isnecessary to produce some obvious effect. To 
maintain the same level of action, a slight increase in the dose 


may be required from time to time. As the effect is not lasting, 


the interval between the doses should not exceed three or four 
hours. 

The administration of nitro-glycerine should begin, in acute 
cases, immediately after the subsidence of acute symptoms. It 
is indicated in chronic cases at all periods, but is more especially 
useful if given before hypertrophy of the muscular layer of the 
arterioles has taken place. When it acts favorably the albumen 


in the urine steadily diminishes. The mechanism of its action. 


consists of the lowering of the pressure in the renal vessels. How 
far any curative effect proceeds from‘the action of this remedy 
on the sympathetic system remains to be determined. 

Chloride of gold and sodium is indicated in the sub-acute and 
chronic cases, especially in the latter. The earlier it is given the 
better, if structural changes are to be prevented or arrested. 
The good effects to be expected from it will depend necessarily 
on the extent of the damage already inflicted on the kidneys. 
The usual dose is one-twentieth of a grain, given twice a day, 
but this may be much increased if necessary. At the outset one- 
tenth of a grain may be given; in a week the dose should be low- 
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twentieth should be steadily pursued, with occasional intermissions. 


ation, trembling, and other nervous phenomena, may possibly 
means—hygienic, climatic and dietetic. ‘These remedies should, 
may be two exceptions: with nitro-glycerine, amyl nitrate, or 


be felt in regard to the propriety of depending on the utility of 
these remedies, they need not be long experienced, for if no good 


Dr. Robert Bartholow in Md. Med. es 


voted mother express the absolute necessity she was under of 


-devoted—but on account of the philosophy which she displayed. 
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ered to one-fifteenth, and after a month the regular dose of one- 


Indigestion, gastralgia, colic pains, nausea or diarrhoea, are 
occasionally caused by it; and, if so, the quantity administered 
must be reduced. It is usually borne without any discomfort ; 
but, after prolonged administration, salivation, weakness, emaci- 


occur. Such effects, however, are wanting in my experience. 
The treatment of albuminuria by nitro-glycerine and chloride of 
gold and sodium does not necessitate the exclusion of other 


however, be given uncombined at different-hours, and their ac- 
tion should not be hindered or obscured by the effects of other 
agents given with like purpose. To this general statement there 
nitrate sodium, may be given; with the chloride of gold and 


sodium, corrosive sublimate may be combined. If doubts may 


effects are observed in two weeks they may be discontinued.— | 


THE NECESSITY OF AN OCCASIONAL SEPARATION OF 
PARENTS THEIR CHILDREN. 


We remember once hearing, not without some surprise, a de- 


occasionally leaving her children, all of whom were at the time 
seriously sick, to seek relief in the matinee. The declaration 
was to us a surprise, not that it betrayed any diminution of 
attendance on the part of the mother—there never was one more 


It is practically impossible, without serious personal injury, to 
continue the unceasing attention which many a mother Is sub- 
ject to during an attack of sickness which invades a little family 
of children. The amount of fatigue varies greatly, of course, 
according to the general education of the family. The fatigue 
cannot but be exposed in the features and actions of the mother 
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and will thus exert its baneful influence on those immediately 
afflicted. 

Whilst this is unquestionably true in connection with any and 
every ailment, it is especially true of those suffering from nervous 
affections or of those of a petted and irritable disposition suffer- 
ing in any way. This should not on reflection be a matter of 
‘surprise to us. We all know how impossible it is to live con- 


equality and friendship without a feeling of irksomeness, which, 
if not understood, develops disastrous consequences. 

Charcot has recently, in the Progres Medical, given an excel- 

lent clinic, showing the necessity of separation of certain hyster- 
ical patients from their immediate friends. We do not refer to 

‘the plan as new, but asa course which it is necessary to advo- 


of treatment. In this clinic, he narrates the case of a little girl, 
in one of the provinces, that he was requested to go and see. 
Anticipating, from the description given him, the nature of the 
case, he wrote that it was not necessary for him to go, but that 
they sbould send their child to one of the hospitals of Paris, and 
thus separate themselves from the child. The parents brought 


with the child. Receiving no satisfaction from this course, 
Charcot was entreated to see the patient, a girl of fourteen. She 


extremities cold and livid, unable to support the head, the gen- 
eral condition so alarming that it was supposed she had only a 
few hours to live. 

Notwithstanding the unpromising situation, Charcot persuaded 
the parents to leave the child under the pretext that they had to 
return home. From the departure of the parents her appetite 
asserted itself and her recovery was assured. 

The real subject of the clinic, however, was a family of three 
children, one girl and two boys, all of them the subjects of hys- 
terical epilepsy which originated with the girl at the close of a 
long seance of Spiritualism at which she wasa medium. She 
was subject to fifteen or twenty attacks during the twenty-four 


_ stantly in association with the same individuals on terms of 


cate again and again, before it can sufficiently permeate the pro-- 
fession and the public in order to become a recognized course 


their child to get the benefit of the hospital, staying themselves 


was reduced to a mere skeleton, voice practically inaudible, the 
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‘consequence. But, after a prolonged separation, first, the 


ated with their stay in the Saltpetiere he distinctly states that he 


ment. 
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hours. In about four months from the commencement of the 
attacks in the daughter, similar epileptic seizures manifested 
themselves in the two boys, and the children could not even 
meet each other in the house without exhibiting simultaneously 
epileptic seizures. 

The parents consented to the removal of the children to Salt- 
petiere. The girl was separated from the boys, and all were, at 
the same time subject to such simple treatment as circumstances 
suggested. Although separated in the ordinary routine of the 
hospital, they occasionally met, and an epileptic seizure was the 


youngest boy, then the second, and finally the girl, were returned 
to the parents apparently completely cured. 

This type of affection is perhaps a great deal more common in 
France than in America, but we fear that it is becoming more 
common among us, and that the peculiar education so prevalent 
in families at the present day is the real source of this difficulty. 
Whilst Charcot details the subsidiary details of treatment associ- 


regarded the isolation as the fundamental factor in the treat- 


NOVELTIES. 


An interesting feature in the practice of medicine and surgery 
is that something novel in disease 1s encountered every day. If 
the pathological display be not entirely unique the variation from 
representative forms is entertaining and instructive. The oldest 
physician is recreated with a novelty so frequently that he never 
tires of professional labor. ‘‘ Every day brings something new.” 

A few weeks ago I had manipulated so many cases of uterine 
myomata that I did not believe a variety could occur that would 
prevent me from passing a sound into the elongated or distorted 
canal. But as an incentive to modesty of pretension, a vexatious 
case at length came into my hands. The patient was a maiden 
of forty-five years, and quite stout. Her abdomen was as large 
as if the possessor were five or six months pregnant. The uterus 
had been undergoing hypertrophy for about three years; and 
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some pain and inconvenience arose from the mechanical obstruc- 
tion to the pelvic viscera. 

A digit introduced into the vagina came in contact with a 
globular body as iarge as a child’s head. The rotund body was 
a segment of the uterus. The enlarged womb filled the pelvic 
cavity, and extended into the abdomen. A finger could not be 
forced between the tumor and the pubic symphysis, yet the 
course of the urethra could be traced a short distance. A finger 
‘in the rectum found space there, and helped determine that the 
hypertrophied womb had in the course of the abnormal develop- 


ment, revolved upon its axis, the fundus packing the hollow of 
the sacrum, and the cervix ascending behind the pubic bones. 


Bimanual maneuvers failed to force the uterus into its normal 


axes and planes, hence I seized the walls of the organ, as near 


the cervix as possible, with vulsellum forceps, then pulled down- 


wards as a couple of fingers pushed the fundus upwards. After 
two or three unsuccessful attempts, I at length crowded the mass 
above the promontory of the sacrum, when the neck and os came 


down within reach. The introduction of a ‘‘sound” then dis- 


covered that the uterine cavity was seven inches deep. If on 


previous occasions I had not encountered cases somewhat simi- 
lar I should certainly have been utterly baffled by this. So it is 
in multiple morbid conditions,—a modification is perplexing, but 
it is suggestive and instructive. By littles we learn; and a life- 


time is not long enough to master a moiety of what awaits our 


comprehension.—/7. in Eclectic Medical Journal. 


HEMORRHAGE FROM THE GENITAL ORGANS IN VERY 
YOUNG GIRLS. ; 


In the Afedical Abstract, February, 1885, we find a contribu- | 
tion by Dr. Gautier upon this subject, and at the same time, © 


observations on menstruation and precocious puberty. Genital 
hemorrhage in new-born children are not rare. When present, 
they always occur between the first and ninth days of life, gener- 
ally between the third and sixth days. The flow commences as 


a mucous discharge which, afterwards, becomes sanguineous. 


The quantity of blood has always been moderate in the cases 
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cited (about two centiliters in twenty-four hours), and does not 
i bring about that condition of weakness or anemia, found in those 
| internal hemorrhages which are so often followed by the death 
| of the patient. Various explanations of these hemorrhages have 
| been given. Dr. Gautier thinks the redness and inflammation 
| of the labia majora and minora during the sanguineous flux, and 
| which disappear when the secretion has ceased, are produced by 
ss a catarrhal turgescence of the vaginal and vulvar mucous mem- © 
} _ brane, and that this catarrh goes on to hemorrhage as is often 
if seen in catarrh of other mucous membranes. __ fee 
{ However this may be, we must make a complete examination 
. of the child, in order to obtain an accurate diagnosis of the 
hemorrhage. When we assure ourselves of the integrity of the 
q anus, the intestine, the bladder and the urethra; when we 
find, from the child’s general condition, the aspect of the other — 
“mucous membranes and of the skin, that it is a question of dys- 
crasia, the treatment should be of the most simple nature. We 
should not be troubled by the anxiety of parents, nor by the 
idea that a hemorrhage, the occurrence of which is not an every- 
day affair may be attended with special danger to the child. 
Attention to hygiene will cause the symptoms to disappear. The 
vulvar orifice must be kept strictly clean, and vaginal injections 
must be made when the accumulations of blood and mucous puff 
the hymen and clitoris. The child must be nourished on hy- 
gienic principles. 

Dr. Gautier then studies the facts concerning precocious men- 
struation, apart from premature corporal development. His 
cases, twenty-four in number, show five examples of hemorrhages 
during the first year, some of these having occurred within the 
first week of life. The others are about equally divided between 
the second and seventh years. In all these cases the flux ap- 

a pears periodically, and is often preceded by phenomena similar 
4a to those of normal catamenia, but without any previous sign of 
i puberty, such as development of the breasts or the pileous 
system. From a diagnostic point of view, the important part of 
the matter in hand Is to verify the exact periodicity of the flux 
and find the origin of the hemorrhage. This variety of hemor- 
rhage, called pseudo-menstruation by some writers, does not ap- 
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pear to have any relation whatever with ovulation, and its path- 
ogeny is not well understood. | 

Apart from the above category, cases are given in which there 
is true precocious menstruation, in the sense that it is accom- 
panied by complete precocious development throughout the 
body. Dr. Gautier cites forty-one cases, of which nineteen re- 


late to the first year of life, nine to the second and eleven to the - 


years between two and six. Some of these children became 
pregnant at eight or nine years. It is remarkable that among the 


cases which were a long time under observation, one child who | 


had menstruated since her ninth month of life, never conceived, 
while another, who became regular at thirty months, was preg- 
nant nine times. A third, who menstruated at two years, be- 
came pregnant at eight, but she ceased to grow at that age and 
never again conceived. The menopause took place at twenty- 
five. 


Finally, genital hemorrhage may, in very young children, be 


coincident with the presence of tumors of the genital organs. 
There may be vegetations or polypi, generally soft, of the vagina, 
and sarcomata seated in the same locality. The uterus is rarely 
attacked; the ovaries, however are quite frequently diseased. 


Yet, in all these cases, the hemorrhage has never affected either 


the regularity or the abundance of the menstrual flux. The lat- 
_ter is generally confined to a serous or sanguineous oozing. 
Ovarian tumors, when of the nature of dermoid cysts, retard or 


prevent menstruation; when they are of a sarcomatous nature, 


they may cause, in some cases, uterine hemorrhages of irregular 
recurrence, and, at the same time, a precocious development of 
the internal and external genital organs, as well as hypertrophy 
of the mammary glands. | 


MANGANESE IN AMENORRHCA. 

My attention was arrested some two years ago by an article on 
the use of binoxide of manganese in amenorrhoea due to hygienic 
imprudence at the menstrual nisus, nervous disturbances, etc. 
A short time thereafter, a Miss N., et. 17, came under my care. 
She had taken a severe cold at a dancing party, from the effects 
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of which her menses, which were then on her, became suddenly 
suppressed. She presented symptoms of decline, with hectic, 
nervous chills, dry cough and general malaise. After having 
tried, for a reasonable period, the usual remedies without result, 
I concluded to test the virtue of manganese pills, and accordingly 
sent to Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, fora hundred 
of them. I had an impression that the grave symptoms were due 
to suppression of the menses, and that, with these reestab- 
lished, improvement would ensue. I ordered one pill to be taken 
at bedtime every night. After five pills had been thus taken, the 
catamenia appeared, and under the use of wine and iron the pa- 
tient was soon restored to Ker original good health. 

I have since had two similar cases which I treated in a similar 
manner and with similar results. In one of these the suppression 
had existed several years, and had been treated by eminent physi- 


cians both of Michigan and of the West, whither she had been 


sent in the hope of benefit from the climate. In this latter case 


fifteen pills taken nightly in the course of two weeks, in combi- 


nation with tonic diet and medicines, wrought such a change 


that the patient became a regular patron of the roller-skating 
rink, where she would exercise for two hours at a time without 


fatigue. The remedy is certainly one of great power in amenor- 
rhoeea.—A. Hicks, M. D., in Medical Age. 
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